
Garton-on-the-Wolds Primary School 
 

Procedures for Supporting Transition for Vulnerable Pupils 
 
Aims: 
 
To ensure the successful transition of vulnerable pupils and minimise the potential difficulties they may face. 
 
The school recognises the challenges all children face when transferring from one key stage to another or moving between 
year groups within the school, and considers that certain children will find the changes particularly difficult to cope with. 
Additional arrangements are made for children previously identified as having Special Needs, and this provision is extended 
to other children whose teachers, in discussion with parents/carers, consider being vulnerable. 
 
Moving between year groups: 
  
In liaison with the Special Needs Coordinator, information is shared to enable preparations to be made for children moving 
between classes. 

 The SENCO attends Annual Reviews for children with Statements of Special Educational Needs. 

 The Teaching Assistants work with all the children in the school to allow the children to become familiar with them. 
 
Changes within the School 
 
Staff working with children with additional needs are aware of the difficulties some experience changing classes within the 
school. Support Staff will endeavour to support children through this potentially stressful process and share their concerns 
with colleagues in an effort to avoid difficulties that might arise. 
 
Key Stage 2 to Key Stage 3 
 
Identified children are supported through the transition process in partnership with secondary colleagues, and particularly 
through close liaison with Student Services at Driffield Senior School 
 

 A member of staff from Student Services attends Year 5 transition reviews for children with Statements of Special 
Educational Needs. Parents are invited to visit the school and to discuss concerns with the Special Needs Coordinator. 

 Information about children on the SEN List, and others considered to be vulnerable, is passed on so that appropriate 
arrangements can be made. 

 Parents who express concerns or whose children have particular anxieties are invited to contact Student Services to 
arrange a visit. When appropriate, the SENCO contacts the secondary school and requests that they contact families 
direct to arrange a meeting. 

 Information about Driffield School, giving positive suggestions and advice, is displayed during the second half of the 
summer term. 

 A programme of activities is planned for the identified children and delivered in weekly group work sessions enabling 
children to explore anxieties, to give information and develop necessary skills to help them cope at secondary school. 
This work includes using a timetable, calculating the cost of a meal, and how to deal with problems. 

 Teaching Assistants from the secondary school support the group work sessions and make additional visits to meet and 
get to know the children they will be supporting in year 7. 

 An additional visit is arranged for the children to be shown round the secondary school in small groups, followed by a 
lunch time visit when they can ‘try out’ the canteen, selecting and buying a meal. 

 Where appropriate, the Local Authorities Advisory Teacher, supporting pupils with behavioural difficulties, takes 
individual pupils to visit the school and discuss strategies for coping at secondary school. 

 
The intention of the additional support offered to pupils is to reassure them and prepare them for transition. The 
programmes offered will reflect the particular needs of group members, and only those individuals who wish to be included 
and whose parents support the intervention, will take part in the additional activities, which are carefully timetabled to ensure 
they do not interrupt access to the full curriculum. 
 
The provision will be recorded in Individual Education Plans or parents/carers will be informed by letter of their child’s 
inclusion in the group. Parent/carers’ permission is requested in writing before children are taken out of school for visits.  
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