
 

Collective Worship Policy 
 

Barmby Moor CE Primary School and Garton on the 
Wolds CE Primary School 

Tolerant, Caring and Understanding 

Our School Vision is to work as a community within the school’s 
Christian ethos. We learn about world faiths alongside our Christian 
Values to work towards creating an Outstanding school where all 

can flourish. Through the provision of a broad and balanced 

curriculum we encourage every child to develop lively, creative and 

enquiring minds enabling them to become confident individuals who reach their full potential and succeed in Modern 
Britain. 

Our school works in partnership with the church and the wider community to give a caring and nurturing environment. 

Together we enable and equip each child to “I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full” (The Gospel of John 

– Chapter 10, verse 10). 

We will realise our Vision by:  

 demonstrating, as a Church school, our Christian values in action 
 consistently high standards of teaching 
 providing a happy, healthy and secure environment where all are respected, valued and encouraged to 

contribute 
 excellent leadership and governance 
 encouraging a love of learning by participating in experiences full of opportunity and creativity 
 pursuing excellence in every aspect of school life, supporting one another and celebrating the 

achievements of all 
 a partnership of pupils, teachers, parents, governors and the local community 
 Targets are challenging and achievable.  

Our Values 

Our Values are at the heart of our school vision and are illustrated in the Cross and shared with children on a 
regular basis, in Collective Worship and reinforced through our teaching and every day school life.  

We established these in collaboration within our school community.  

Our values can be said to be ‘Human Values’ and inclusive for all. As a Church of England school, however, we 
have rooted these Values in our Christian beliefs and in stories from the Bible making it particularly memorable for 
children. 

Order of teaching Christian Values:  

Friendship runs throughout the year. 

Autumn 1: Thankfulness (harvest) 

Autumn 2: Hope (Christmas) 

Spring 1: Respect (Jesus taught us to respect all, ‘whatever you wish that others would do to you, do also to them, 
for this is the Law and the Prophet’.) 

Spring 2: Forgiveness (Jesus taught us to ‘love one another’. John 3-11, 24, ‘A new commandment I give you: Love 
one another. As I have loved you, so also you must love one another, during the last supper) Jesus taught us to 
forgive. “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.” Luke 23-24 

Summer 1: Perseverance – The disciples persevered to spread the word of Jesus after his death. 

Summer 2: Tolerance – Matthew 7:1 Judge not, that you be not judged. When Jesus spoke these words on the 
slopes surrounding the Sea of Galilee, He wasn’t saying never to judge. He simply warned about doing it the wrong 
way—by telling us how to make judgments the right way. 

What is Collective Worship? 



Collective Worship provides the opportunity for the school to meet together daily in a variety of contexts and to 
consider itself in terms of the great ideas and events of the world and be able to see its life and the lives of its children 
and staff as part of the rich tapestry of human experience and existence. It is a time when we come together to share 
our love of God, affirm our beliefs in him and focus on how we can do God’s work. Collective Worship is a time for 
learning, reflection and celebration. The worship of the school is based on promoting Christian values which permeate 
the ethos of our school. These Christian values are embodied in the New Commandment that Jesus gave us: 

John 13:34-35 “….love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another, then 

everyone will know that you are my disciples”.  
 

Aims and purpose 

We as a school believe that good collective worship should: 

 worship God 

 consider spiritual and moral issues and to explore their own beliefs 

 encourage participation and response, whether through active involvement in the presentation of worship 
or through listening to and joining in the worship offered, 

 develop community spirit, promote a common ethos and shared values, and reinforce positive attitudes 

 enable children to explore and enjoy praise and prayer. 

 be a special time enabling children and adults present to worship together in a distinctly spiritual 
atmosphere conducive to worship and to have an awareness of God’s presence. 

 foster a spirit of belonging within the school. 
 provide a time to share and celebrate the successes and efforts of the children’s achievements providing 

an atmosphere that will allow for spiritual reflection and response. 

 enable children to appreciate, explore and know how others worship God and why they worship in a 
particular way, thus fostering new insights and empathy about the life of faith of others. 

 provide an opportunity to worship together, thinking about the needs of others with care and sensitivity, 
fostering a concern for the needs of others regardless of race, colour or creed. 

 foster and value a search for faith to live by providing an opportunity for children to celebrate, give thanks 
and share emotions such as love, joy, hope, friendship, acceptance, anguish, fear, reverence and forgiveness. 

 develop the ability to listen and respond appropriately to a variety of speakers. 
 

Christian values 
Christian values, derived from the teachings of Jesus Christ are often a focus in Collective Worship We identify the 
values of thankfulness, hope, respect, forgiveness, perseverance, tolerance and share with children the direct 
teaching of God through bible stories. We feel that by using the above Christian values and sharing the word of God 
we create opportunities for children to develop physically, emotionally, personally, socially, mentally and intelligently 
so that their self-esteem and well-being is sound and supported by ever growing emotional intelligence, leading to an 
understanding of their rights and responsibilities as young citizens. 

 
   British Values 

Our school reflects British Values in all we do. We encourage our children to be creative, unique, open-minded and 
independent individuals, respectful of themselves and of others in our school, our local community and the wider 
world. We aim to nurture our children on their journey through life so they can grow into safe, caring, democratic, 
responsible and tolerant adults who make a positive difference to British Society and to the world. 

 

Our School, Christian and British Values together 
The British Values and our Christian/School Values link well together: 
Democracy – Justice / Trust / Hope/Togetherness/Hope 
The Rule of Law – Communion Service/Respect/Tolerance 
Individual Liberty – Peace / Humility / Endurance/Belief/Love/Perseverance/Dreams 
Tolerance & Respect – Compassion / Forgiveness / Friendship / Thankfulness / Wisdom / 
Reverence/Resilience/Patience 

    
   Spirituality 

At our school we believe children live up to their potential if they are happy, have fun, feel nurtured and grow from a 



foundation of strong Christian Values. We value spirituality and the holistic development of the child. We fully 
 

embrace the National Curriculum by “promoting pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development.” Our role as 
educators is to guide the children in our care along the path of life, therefore spiritually plays a big part in our daily 
worship. 

 
“Life isn't about the number of breaths we take, but the moments that take our breath away.” (Anonymous) 
 

As children grow in their understanding of spirituality and values are embedded, they become secure enough to make 
mistakes and therefore move on with their spiritual learning and academic growth. 

 
At our school: 

 
Spirituality is about being aware of yourself and the world around you 

Spirituality is about the 'wow' factor 

Spirituality is about values and beliefs - the big questions 

Spirituality is about emotions 

Spirituality is the heartbeat of our school. It is how we understand ourselves and our place in the world: recognising 
strengths, weaknesses and having the confidence to challenge ourselves. We care for the local and global community 
and our Christian values underpin our learning and encourage our children to ask and answer ‘big questions’. 

 
Celebrations and festivals from all Faiths 

We follow the Christian calendar and during Collective Worship we love to celebrate significant key events together 
that are important to Christians. Children also have the opportunity to explore and compare other faiths and religions 
with a key focus on Celebrations and festivals. 

 
Organisation of Collective Worship- A school value is chosen as a focus each half term 

The normal pattern of worship is school is as follows: 
 

Monday 10.15 – 10.30 Whole School Christian Value/School Values theme 

Tuesday 10.15 – 10.30 Whole School Open the Bible (Garton) Christian Value Barmby 

Wednesday 10.15 – 10.30 Whole School Father David (Garton) Revd Hard (Barmby) 

Thursday 10.15 – 10.30 Whole School Christian Value/School Values theme 

Friday 9 – 9.30 Garton Whole School Celebration and Praise Assembly held at St 

Michael and All Angel’s Church 
 

 2.55 –3.25 Barmby Whole School Celebration and Praise Assembly 
 

We conduct collective worship in a dignified and respectful way. Worship time is a period of calm reflection. We regard 
it as a special time and expect children to behave in an appropriate way. Music is used at the start of each act of 
collective worship to focus children’s minds, help them to settle and prepare for worship and offer a time for personal 
prayer. We start each act of worship focussing on The Holy Trinity, a candle is lit that represents the Holy Spirit - this 
supports children’s understanding of God being one in three forms. We ask our children to be respectful and 
thoughtful throughout the worship and to listen carefully to the teachings, to join in with any worship activities that 
may be presented, to share their thoughts and ideas as relevant to the act of worship and participate fully in prayer 
and hymns. We use visual stimulus in the form of the large whiteboard, objects, children and adults acting as a focal 
point for the attention of the children. Two children are chosen each week to give feedback about the collective 
worship in order for staff to continually look at ways to improve it. A child from KS1 is chosen to place a pebble in a 
dish and says a prayer. A child from KS2 is asked to write about the worship in a special book focussing on the Bible 
teachings, hymns, values, prayers etc and suggest different things that we could incorporate in the worship. Both St 
Catherine’s Church and St Michael and All Angel’s Church are used as a weekly, familiar place of worship. 



 
Open the Bible 

The group known as Open the Bible, consists of six adults from the local parish. Their purpose is to help to shine the 
message of God through His Son Jesus Christ who is The Light of the World. The group has been created to involve 
children in the planning and delivery of worship and the interactive performance of Bible Stories.  

 
Parental involvement 

Parents are invited each week to our Celebration Assembly which is held at St Michael and All Angel’s Church in 
Garton and the School Hall in Barmby Moor. 

 

Parents are also invited to all of our Christian Celebrations which are held in St Michael and All Angel’s Church in 
Garton on the Wolds and St Catherine’s Church in Barmby Moor. 

 
Both schools have very strong links with the Church within the villages and the school plans alongside Revd Jan to 
organise Collective Acts of Worship involving the school and Church Communities.  The school holds Harvest, 
Christmas Carol Service, Christingle, Easter and Leavers’ Services at Church.  
 

Reflective areas 

‘Very early the next morning, long before daylight, Jesus got up and left the house. 

He went out of the town to a lonely place, where he prayed.’ Mark 1:35 

Reflection involves an inward journey from an outward stimulus. This internal journey may then lead to purposeful 
change. Reflection and prayer may be interchangeable for each individual as they make their own personal response. 
Children and young people are innately curious about life. Growing up raises lots of questions, some to do with their 
experience, both the good and the bad, and some to do with their sense of wonder at the universe we live in and 
whether there’s more to life than meets the eye.  

 

We have reflective areas within each classroom and it is identified by a wooden cross as well as a reflection and 
worries box, which is checked daily by the classteacher. Notes left can be anonymous or named. The classteacher 
will either meet with the child on a 1-1 basis at a quiet time or discuss worries/concerns in circle time during PSHE 
lessons.  
 
Collective Worship is linked to the Christian Calendar and the half termly Christian Value focus. Children are 
encouraged to use these spaces if they need a moment to reflect during the school day. 

 
School Prayers 

Collective worship always includes a time of prayer and/or reflection. A range of prayers is used including the Lord’s 
Prayer, The School Prayer and prayers written by the children.  At the beginning of the lunch hour, grace is said by 
every child in each class. Prayers are also said at the end of the school day. Children are encouraged to write short 
prayers and display them in their class reflective area. Sometimes these are related to the Value for the half term, on 
other occasions this could be a personal prayer.  

 
Right of withdrawal 

Parents have chosen to send their children to our school because of the high quality education and ethos of the school 
we therefore expect all children to attend acts of worship. However, any parent can request permission for their child 
to be excused from attending religious worship and the school will make alternative arrangements for the supervision 
of the child during the period concerned. Parents do not have to explain or give reasons for this. This complies with 
the 1944 Education Act and was restated in the 1988 Education Reform Act. The Head teacher keeps a record of all 
children who withdraw from collective worship. 

 
Resources 

The Collective Worship Co-ordinator monitors resources available for Collective Worship and ensures that they are 
accessible to staff and pupils as appropriate. An annual budget is available to ensure that the worship programme can 
be carried out effectively. Resources for Collective Worship are plentiful. They can be found in the staff room. 



 
Displays 
In each classroom, the entrance lobby, hall, staffroom and office the school motto, ethos statement, school values 
are clearly displayed. Each classroom has a display above their reflective area, which highlights and shares the School 
Value for the half term.  

In the hall our ‘cross of values’ stands proudly next to our altar. Also in the hall there is a display showing the current 
school value with the jars and books on a table in front for children to respond and give their ideas after worship. 
Several boards contain displays linked to Bible teachings, values or God’s big story. These boards are changed 
regularly to inspire children as well as provoke discussion. There is always a board, which shows the importance of 
British Values - the children know that not everyone shares our School’s Values but that every school has to share in 
The British Values.  

 
Monitoring and review 

There are a range of stakeholders who can be involved in monitoring the daily Act of Collective Worship, these 
include, the Head teacher, the named school governor with responsibility for collective worship, staff, children and 
parents. The named school governor, in liaison with the Head teacher, also has responsibility to ensure that the 
collective worship policy is monitored and reviewed by staff and governors on a regular basis. 

 
A Learning Journal of Collective Worships and Celebrations provides evidence of the Collective Worships that have 
taken place, providing opportunities for children to reflect on what has been shared as well as to revisit previous 
worship. Monitoring the quality of Collective Worship is an on-going process through observation of the children’s 
attentiveness and level of interest, classroom feedback and observation of children’s general behaviour in and around 
the school and to one another. 

 

Formal monitoring and evaluation of Collective Worship takes place at regular intervals. Classes of children are asked 
to evaluate Collective Worship in general and opinions and views expressed are considered when reviewing Collective 
Worship policy and practice.  
 
See the appendix for agreed monitoring and evaluation records for staff and governors, including guidelines, and for 
children and parents and for the monitoring plan. 
 

 
Collective Worship Co-ordinator: Mrs Chadwick - Headteacher 

   Collective Worship Governor: Revd Hardy (Barmby Moor) Mrs Adamson ( Garton on the Wolds) 

Policy Reviewed: January 2019 

 
Next Review: November 2020 

 
 
 

 



DATE: Whole School/Class 

 

TIME: LEADER: 

NOTE: not every section of this form will apply to each act of worship 
 

FOCUS/THEME 

PURPOSE AND DEVELOPMENT 
Is the theme developed effectively? 

Are good quality artefacts, visual aids etc. used? 

ATMOSPHERE 
Is there a sense of order on entering and leaving? 

How does the manner of the leader contribute to the creation of the atmosphere? 

Is there a visual focus? 

SOUND, SILENECE, ART, SYMBOLS, DRAMA 
Is there a balance of music, speech and silence? 
How great a part does non-verbal communication play? 

Is art used, or creative work by children shown and celebrated? 

Are words of songs or hymns suitable for the pupils/theme? 
Is live or recorded music used appropriately? 

PUPILS INVOLVEMENT 
Is the provision appropriate for the age range, background, ability and age range of pupils? 

Are pupils engaged and well-motivated? 

STAFF 
Are they involved, or are they spectators? 

SPIRITUAL DIMENSION 
How would this contribute to the spiritual development of individuals? 



How are opportunities for prayer/reflection/quiet used? 

INTEGRITY 
Is there a sense of respect for the integrity of individuals? 
How open are invitations to pray or sing? 
Does the occasion engender ease or discomfort among the participants? 

STYLE AND CONTENT 
How do recognizably Anglican elements contribute to the worship? 

How does the act of worship help participants to develop an understanding of Jesus? 

In what ways is the Trinity recognized? See guidance notes 

CLOSE 
Have the school’s Christian values been clarified and affirmed? 

Have pupils and adults been offered something to think about and take into the life of the school? 

GENERAL COMMENTS /Suggestions for further development 

 

 

Signed:  Role in school:   
 
 

Observation comments shared with the Head Teacher (and worship leader) on    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



GARTON ON THE WOLDS AND BARMBY MOOR CE PRIMARY SCHOOL  
 

ACT OF COLLECTIVE WORSHIP OBSERVATION SHEET (Staff and Governors) 
 

THEME 

PURPOSE AND DEVELOPMENT 

Can you tell the purpose of the act of worship? 

ATMOSPHERE 

How have the conditions in which worship can occur been created ? 

SOUND, SILENCE, ART, SYMBOLS, DRAMA 
How have these various elements been used to contribute to the worship experience? 

Are the words of songs understood by the pupils? Are they appropriate for the pupil body 

bearing in mind family background? 

Bearing in mind that schools may not have instrumentalists, Is live or recorded music used 

appropriately ? 

PUPIL INVOLVEMENT 

Is the provision appropriate for the age range, background, ability and age range of pupils? 

Are pupils engaged and well-motivated? 

STAFF 

Are they present? And engaged? 

SPIRITUAL DIMENSION 
It is not to be assumed that the spiritual dimension of worship is just about the quietness and 

stillness and the effect upon individuals. Does it enable them to think about themselves, others, 

the planet, God? This can be in an active and lively way not just a quiet one 

INTEGRITY 

Are pupils/adults able to respond in a way that is right for them? 

STYLE AND CONTENT 

Notes 

Recognisably Anglican elements could include: 
 Bible-including the ways that it is used in worship as well as being the source of stories 

 Cycle of Anglican year, Advent, Christmas, Lent, Easter and Pentecost and some saints’ days 
 Liturgical colours- used for worship focus-on table display 

 Focus on Christian symbols and artefacts, exploring their meaning for Christians 

 Particular prayers and hymns which are, and have been, important in the Anglican tradition 

 Use of liturgical pattern eg. Gathering…Engaging…Responding…Sending Out 

 Use of liturgical greetings and closings 

 Sharing the Peace 
 Meditation and silence within the context of Christian worship 

 Commitment to ecumenism-coming together with those of other Christian traditions – perhaps 

inviting visitors from other Christian traditions to lead 
 Commitment to dialogue with those of other faiths 

 For some schools, a Eucharist 

Are there any references to God as Father, Son and Holy Spirit? 

Close 
 Is there a question for pupils to think about as they leave, or a challenge se? 

 Does the leader offer a blessing? 
 Is there a liturgical ending (such as ‘Go In peace’?) 

 
 

 
 



GARTON ON THE WOLDS AND BARMBY MOOR CE PRIMARY SCHOOL  
 

       ACT OF COLLECTIVE WORSHIP   OBSERVATION SHEET (for pupils) 

 

Date: Leader: What is the worship about? 

What did I learn from the 
worship? 

 

What did I enjoy about the 

worship? 

 

How were the children 

involved? 

 

I thought the act of collective worship was: 
Colour or shade the smiley face you think sums up today’s worship 

 

   

Good Very Good Excellent 

Why did you give it this grade? 

My / our name(s):- 

I / we are in Year 2 (with help) 3 4 5 6 Please circle 

Date: Leader: What is the worship about? 



What did I learn from the 
worship? 

 

What did I enjoy about the 
worship? 

 

How were the children 

involved? 

 

I thought the act of collective worship was: 
Colour or shade the smiley face you think sums up today’s worship 

 

   

Good Very Good Excellent 

Why did you give it this grade? 

My / our name(s):- 

I / we are in Year 2 (with help) 3 4 5 6 Please circle 

Appendix 3 
 



 

Class Reflection on Collective Worship 
 

What was the Collective Worship theme?________________________ 

 

Date ____________________ 
 

What is our Christian Value this term?________________________ 

 

 

What did I learn and/or feel in Collective Worship this week? 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

How could we improve the Collective Worship you have written about today? 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you, your thoughts are so welcome. 


